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STATE OF NEVADA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
1263 S. Stewart Street 

Carson City, Nevada 89712 

December 23,2011 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

SUSAN MARTINOVICH, P.E., Director 

In Reply Refer to: 

Re: Ex Parte Notice, Docket No. PS 06-229; Requestfor Waiver Filed By The Nevada Department of 
Transportation, Las Vegas lv!efropolitan Police Department, Washoe County Sheriff's Office, Washoe 
County Regional Communication System and NV Energy (State of Nevada WaivetJ 

Dear Ms. DOitch: 

Pursuant to 47 C.F .R. § 1.1200, ef seq., I hereby notify the Federal Comm unications Comm iss ion 
("Comm ission") of the following ex palte commun ication in the above-referenced proceeding. On 
December 21, 20 I 1, Michael Haley, Washoe County Sheriff (currently serving as Vice Chair of the 
Nevada Homeland Security Commission), Chris Magenheimer, Battalion Chief of the North Lake Tahoe 
Fire Protection District, Craig Harrison, Director of the Washoe County Regional Communication 
System, and I (collectively "the Nevada representatives") spoke with Ms. Jennifer Manner of the Public 
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau (PSHSB). 

During this meeting, the Nevada representatives alerted Ms. Manner to urgent deadlines relating to 
0ppOitunities for the State of Nevada to immediately provide funding for the development of a truly 
interoperable public safety wireless broadband network. Simply put, Nevada needs the Commission 's 
Waiver by March 1,2012 at the latest in order to fund network development projects. 

As the Commission may know, the Nevada Homeland Security Commission is responsible for directing 
funding for the development of Nevada's planned statewide, interoperable public safety wireless 
broadband network. In November 2011, the Nevada Homeland Security Commission sought the 
development offunding and project investment justifications and applications for key state priority 
projects. In response, several Nevada state agencies are working on developing projects from multiple 
agencies to fund the build-out of the PSWBN. On January 7, 2012, the Nevada Homeland Security 
Commission will evaluate and establish investment priorities consistent with the State's strategic public 
safety interoperability plans. The Nevada Homeland Security Commission is prepared to prioritize the 
dedication offunds to the State of Nevada's planned statewide, interoperable public safety wireless 
broadband network for FY 2012 at this meeting. 

On February 1, 2012, the Nevada Homeland Security Commission will convene to commence the 
finalization of projects based on the priorities established at the January 7, 2012 meeting. From February 
1, 2012, to March 1, 2012, the Nevada Homeland Security Comm ission will establish approved spending 
plans for execution during FY 2012. 
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As Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval stated to Chairman Genachowski: "Were it possible, the 
development of a statewide, interoperable public safety wireless broadband network would be among the 
most vital projects across the various agencies in the State ofNevada."J However, we are informed that, 
as of March 1,2012, the Nevada Homeland Security Commission will, without a Waiver from the FCC 
eliminate from its approved spending priorities funds dedicated to the development of State of Nevada's 
planned statewide, interoperable public safety wireless broadband network for FY 2012. Therefore, 
Nevada will lose its funding for the PSWBN for FY 2012 on March 1,2012, without a Waiver from the 
FCC. 

The result of this lost funding opportunity would be severe for Nevadans. First, it would be impossible 
for Nevada to approve funding for the planned statewide interoperable public safety wireless broadband 
network for at least another full year. Moreover, a lack of Commission action at this time could chill the 
strong support projects to develop the interoperable public safety wireless broadband network currently 
enjoy. Thus, future funding, in very difficult economic conditions, becomes far less likely. Commission 
approval of Nevada's Request for Waiver is integral to Nevada and Northern California's joint project 
called the Tahoe Regional Interoperability Project (TRIP). The 2007 TRIP project, consisting of multiple 
"track" strategies currently in various stages of implementation, contemplates interconnecting certain 
Nevada and northern California counties beginning immediately in 2012, through an orderly progression, 
to ultimately include an integrated broadband 700 MHz PS bi-state regional footprint, in Track 5. The 
TRIP project, an outgrowth of the California / Nevada Joint Governors Tahoe Fire Task Force, has gained 
the endorsement of Federal legislative members in both Nevada and California. The Commission's 
failure to act and grant Nevada's Request for Waiver will unnecessarily impede this critical regional 
project. 

As you may know Nevada's economy is driven by tourism and the many large scale events hosted here 
every year. While the PSWBN is vital to Nevada's ability to provide swift, coordinated, interoperable 
response to unplanned events, access to PSWBN is just as important during these planned events. 
Providing a safe, secure venue for the New Years Eve event on the Las Vegas Strip, NASCAR events at 
the Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Hot August Nights and Street Vibrations in Reno is imperative for the 
safety of the 100's of thousands of visitors and the safety of the public safety professionals. Nevada is 
also preparing a bid to host the 2022 winter Olympics and the ability to demonstrate interoperable, 
coordinated public safety response and security for an event of this magnitude will be paramount. 

For these reasons, and based upon the Governor's strong support, I urge the Conunission to approve the 
State of Nevada's Waiver by March 1,2012. Without action by the Commission by March 1,2012 
opportunities to fund Nevada's interoperable public safety wireless broadband network will be lost and 
first responders will be deprived of the ability to begin to enhance their mission with broadband 
technologies. 

I See Letter from Brian Sandoval to Julius Genachowski, Dec. 12,2011. 
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